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SUBJECT: GIEREK VISITS SWEDEN 

1. THE FIRST SECRETARY OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE 
POLISH UNITED WORKERS PARTY, EDWARD GIEREK, MADE AN 
OFFICIAL 4 DAY VISIT TO SWEDEN JUNE 2-5. VISIT WAS IN 
RETURN FOR VISIT TO POLAND MADE BY PM PALME IN APRIL 
1974. ACCOMPANYING GIEREK WAS HIS WIFE AND A LARGE 
POLISH DELEGATION, LED BY MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
STEFAN OLSZOWSKI, AND INCLUDING RYSZARD FRELEK, MEMBER 
OF THE SECRETARIAT OF THE POLISH PARTY, AND MINISTER 

OF FOREIGN TRADE JERZY OLSZEWSKI. 

2. DURING THE VISIT GIEREK ATTENDED A LUNCHEON HOSTED 
BY KING CARL GUSTAF AND A DINNER HOSTED BY PRIME 
MINISTER PALME. ALSO INCLUDED WERE SIDE TRIPS TO GOTEBORG 
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AGREEMENTS AND A HEALTH AGREEMENT WERE SIGNED DURING 
THE VISIT (SEE SEPTELS). 

3. COMMUNIQUE ISSUED ON FINAL DAY OF VISIT WAS RELATIVELY 
BLAND, AND COUCHED IN GENERAL TERMS, REFLECTING PROBLEM 
OF RECONCILING COMMUNIST POSITION ON VARIOUS INTERNATIONAL 
ISSUES WITH SWEDISH NEUTRAL STANCE. COMMUNIQUE 
INCLUDED STATEMENTS EXPRESSING HOPE THAT CSCE WOULD BE 
HELD "IN THE NEAR FUTURE AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL," AND 
SUPPORT FOR SETTLEMENT IN MID-EAST BASED ON UNSC 
RESOLUTIONS 242 AND 338. REFERENCE TO INDOCHINA WELCOMED 
END OF CONFLICT THERE AND EXPRESSED "SATISFACTION 

THAT THE PEOPLES OF VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA WILL NOW BE 
ABLE TO REBUILD THEIR COUNTRIES AND SHAPE THEIR FUTURE 
IN FULL FREEDOM." COMMUNIQUE SAID THAT "PARTICULAR 
ATTENTION WAS ACCORDED BILATERIAL SWEDISH-POLISH RELATIONSS 
DURING VISIT AND NOTED "COMMON WISH TO DEEPEN 
AND DEVELOP THE MANY-SIDED COOPERATION WHICH ALREADY 
EXISTS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES." IT CONCLUDED WITH 
STATEMENT THAT PRIME MINISTER PALME HAD RECEIVED 
INVITATION FROM GIEREK TO VISIT POLAND, WITH DATE "TO 
BE DETERMINED AT A LATER TIME." 

4. OTHERWISE UNEVENTFUL PRESS CONFER FENCE FOLLOWING 
ISSUE OF COMMUNIQUE WAS ENLIVENED BY SWEDISH 
REPORTER'S QUESTION TO PRIME MINISTER AS TO WHETHER 
THERE WERE " CREATURES OF DICTATORSHIP" IN POLAND AS 
WELL AS IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA, AS HE HAD STATED IN APRIL 
(STOCKHOLM 2023). PALME REPLIED THAT SUCH A DESCRIP- 
TION WAS "NOT APPLICABLE" IN CASE OF POLAND, POINTING 
OUT THAT IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA, THERE HAVE BEEN RISKS OF 
A POLICY OF REPRESSION AGAINST DUBCEK AND HIS 
SUPPORTERS, BUT "NOTHING SIMILAR IS KNOWN IN POLAND." 

IN HIS COMMENTS, GIEREK ALSO MADE THE SUPPORT FOR AN 
EARLY CSCE SUMMIT MORE EXPLICIT THAN IN THE COMMUNIQUE, 
ASSERTING THAT POLES AND SWEDES SAW "EYE TO EYE” ON 
CSCE AND CONSIDERED IT LIKELY THAT THE SUMMIT COULD BE 
CONCLUDED "AS EARLY AS THIS SUMMER AT HELSINKI." 

5. COMMENT: CHIEF OF EAST EUROPEAN DIVISION OF MFA, 
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BERGQUIST, TOLD US VISIT WAS "SUCCESSFUL IN TERMS OF 
EXPECTATIONS BUT CONTAINING NOTHING SENSATIONAL." HE 
ASSERTED THAT SWEDES HAD BEEN OPPOSED TO ISSUING FINAL 
COMMUNIQUE AS CONTRARY TO SWEDISH CUSTOM, BUT "AFTER 
CERTAIN HESITATION" HAD AGREED TO ITS ISSUANCE IN VIEW 
OF POLISH INSISTENCE. HE ADDED THAT IN SWEDISH VIEW, 
COMMUNIQUE HAD NO SUBSTANCE AND WAS PURELY FOR PURPOSE 
OF IMAGERY. IVISIT, HE CONTINUED. WAS AN "ORDINARY LINK" 
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IN RELATIONS WITH AN EAST EUROPEAN COMMUNIST STATE. 

WITH REGARD TO INVITATION TO PALME TO VISIT POLAND, 

BERGQUIST POINTED OUT THAT INVITATION WAS AN OPEN ONE 
AND THAT VISIT MIGHT NOT TAKE PLACE BEFORE A COUPLE OF 
YEARS. 

6. SEE SEPTEL FOR COMMENTS TO AMBASSADOR BY MFA 
POLITICAL GENERAL DIRECTOR LEIFLAND ON MORE CONFIDENTIAL 
ASPECTS OF VISIT. 

STRAUSZ-HUPE 
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